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THE OLDEST COTTAGE AT ASBURY PARK. I living loom, with a pret.ty bay window overlooking the 
We give, from a photograph, a view of the oldest sea. 

house at Asbury Park. Those who admire the early Next to the living room is t.he dressing room, fitted 
colonial style of cottage of small expense have here an up with clothes presses. To the right are two bed

example that may prove suggestive. Our picture is rooms. The dotted lines denote an archway, provided 

reproduced direct from a photograph. with curtains, giving a very pretty effect. 
• , • , • Further back is a good siz;ed kitchen and a good 

Houses I .. Seville. sized pantry provided with shelves. Still further back 

The houses of this town are perhaps the most pictur· is a shed used in summer for a kitchen, by having an 

esque in the world. You enter them from a porch, or oil stove, thus reserving the kitchen for a dining room. 

"zaguan," to a court, round which are marble columns, A staircase, with one landing, leads to two bedrooms 

and these are found not only in the principal, but even on second floor, also to storage room in the rear. 

in ordinary habitations. The arches be-
tween the columns support galleries or 
rooms above. It is usual to inhabit the 
ground floor in summer time and the 
upper story in winter; in the former sea
son a canvas veil is placed over the whole 
court during the heat of the day, and 
removed at night, when the family collect 
together to receive friend8 under the gal
leries or in the courts, while flowers are 
placed round a fountain which generally 
plays in the center, the courts being often 
paved with marble. The lamps which 
hang around the walls in symmetrical 
arrangement, the bubbling of the water, 
the fragrance of the flowers, the mystical 
green branches which spring up in every 
direction from large earthen pots, give an 
appearanfle of romance, which, added to 
the broken lights, the irregular architec
ture of the buildings, and the white Ionic 
columns of marble, present in every house 
a varying subject for the draughtsman 
or painter. To the sides of the walls are 
attached mirrors, which reflect all around, 
and pictures, among which were once 
found works of art that would delight the 
connoisseur. Now, indeed, from the all
invading gold of foreigners and the want 
of taste of the natives, the places of the 
best have been supplied by colored litho-
graphs of the French and English schools. It has 
been calculated that 80,000 marble columns exist in 
Seville, but there assuredly must be a much larger 
number, for many are buried in the walls, others are 
covered with plaster, and on an average every house 
possesses six.-F. H. Standish. 

. ' ... 

A $400 COTTAGE. 
This cozy little seashore cottage for summer use was 

lately built on Webb Avenue, Ocean Grove, N. J., for 
Job Emmons. Esq., at the low cost of $400. 

The underpinning is of local stone, in piers in equal 
dist,ances apart. 

If the reader will follow the plan, he will first find 
himself on a pleasant piazza running across the front 
of cottage. On entering the front door i s  a cozy little 
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THE OLDEST COTTAGE AT ASBURY PARK. 

This house is ceiled on the inside with North Caro-
lina pine, with a heavy moulding broke around the 
ceilings of all rooms, and panels at bottom three feet 
high as dado. 

It is not often one finds such a cozy little cottage at 
so Iow a price as $400. Our engraving is made direct 
from a photograph of the house. 
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Shells as a Decorative Element. 

Shells afford valuable suggestions for ornament; 
they are constructed on one simple principle-addition 
to their margins. Between bivalves and spiral shells 
there, is less difference than might be imagined-a 
slight deviation from direct radiation from a center
and what would have been a limpet or a part of a 
cockle becomes a turbinated shell. The full grown shell 

A $400 COTTAGE, 
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retains unaltered in its apex the infant nucleus; to 
which successive convolutions have added size without 
altering its form. It is interesting to note in the differ
ent character of shells a resemblance to epochs in art. 
Some have a Greek simplicity, while in others we may 
detect the picturesque bizan'erie of the Rococo. It 
would be difficult to invent a new shell, so completely 
has every avenue of invention been exhausted by na
ture. Each development is worked out to the utmost 
practicable exaggeration; mere rudimentary promi
nences may be traced through a series of gradations till 
at last they become developed into spikes, whose tenu-

ity and length are only limited by the 
weakness of the material or the impossi
bility of the animal existing with such 
inconvenient appendages. Fish seem to 
have been designed in the same exhaus
tive manner. We have fishes all heau, 
and fishes all tail; or fins are developed 
till they resemble large wings, extending 
far beyond the vestige which marks the 
position rather than the existence of a 
tail. These extravagances and comicalities 
of nature are more especially instructive 
to the ornamental artist.-F. W. Moody. 
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Ancient and Modern Mortars. 

In a communication to the Builde1' on 
the composition of ancient and modern 
mortars, Mr. John Hughes, F.C.S., re
marks that the superiority of ancient mor
tar over that of the present day is general
ly acknowledged, and that it has beE'n 
supposed by many authorities that this 
superiority must be due to some special 
method of preparation. Without pretend
ing to decide upon this point, Mr. Hughes 
places on record the results of a full and 
exhaustive analYl'is of some mortar taken 
from the interior of the walls of Corfe 
Castle. He compares this with an analy-
sis of some mortar taken from one of 
the large modern builrlings in the City 

of London, and notes t.hat the Corfe Castle mortar 
has nearly four times as much lime as the modern 
preparation. The older mortar also contains much 
less iron and alumina, appears to possess some of the 
chemical characteri8tics of a cement, and the sand 
with which it was mixed is more angular and sharply 
faced than the river sand used in the modern work . 
On the whole, Mr. Hughes draws from h is investigation 
the general conclusions that in ancient mortar, such as 
that of Corfe Castle, a much larger proportion of lime 
was always used than is the present practice of build
ers; that its quality was superior i that the sand used 
for gauging should be as sharp as possible; and that 
rubbish of a clayey nature should be rigidly excluded 
from all mortar intended for use in the erection of 
buildings desired to be lasting. 
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